
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY PROTECTIVE SERVICES

COMMISSIONER
H. L. Whitman, Jr.

The Honorable Greg Abbott
Office of the Governor
P. 0. Box 12428
Austin, TX 78711

The Honorable John Zerwas
Chair, House Committee on Appropriations
Texas House of Representatives
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768

September 28, 2017

The Honorable Jane Nelson
Chair, Senate Committee on Finance
Texas Senate
P.O. Box 12068
Austin, Texas 7871 1-2068

Ms. Ursula Parks
Director, Legislative Budget Board
1501 North Congress Avenue, 5th Floor
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Governor Abbott, Chair Nelson, Chair Zerwas, and Ms. Parks:

I am pleased to submit for your review the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS)
Rider 15 Report on minority child removals. Pursuant to Rider 15 in the 2016-2017 General
Appropriations Act, 84th Legislature, the DFPS reports data on the number and percentage of each
race and ethnicity represented in the following categories:

• general child population for the state;
• children who are reported to Statewide Intake for abuse or neglect; and
• children whom Child Protective Services (CPS) investigates and removes.

The data is provided for the seven largest urban Texas counties: Harris, Dallas, Tarrant, Bexar,
Hidalgo, Travis and El Paso. DFPS has produced similar reports each year from 2009-20 16.

Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional information. Rachel Nicholson,
External Relations Director, serves as the lead on this matter and can be reached by email at
Rachel.Nicholson@dfps.state.tx.us or by phone at (512) 438-3979.

Sincerely

H. L. Whi

Attachments
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An Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF FA1vm Y AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES

FY 2017 Disproportionality Analysis

Pursuant to DFPS Rider 15 of the 2016-2017 General Appropriations Act, 84th Legislature, the
Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) provides information on the racial and
ethnic breakdown of children who are reported to Statewide Intake Division within the seven
largest counties in the state. This breakdown highlights any disproportionality that may occur
within Harris, Dallas, Tarrant, Bexar, Hidalgo, Travis and El Paso Counties.

Analysis
The analysis uses the Origination Disparity Index (ODI) for African Americans, Hispanics, and
others. Overall, disproportionately was most pronounced for African American children.
Although there was some localized disproportionality for every race and ethnicity, the general
nature, extent and magnitude differed.

Based on statewide data collected in FY2017, African American children are 1.7 times more
likely to be reported than Anglo children, increasing steadily every year from 1.5 times more
likely in 2013. African American children are 1.9 times more likely to be investigated, up steadily
every year from 1.6 times more likely in 2013. African American children are 1.6 times more
likely to be removed, which has remained steady since 2013. Hispanic children are slightly less
likely than Anglo children to be reported, investigated or removed, while other children are 2.3
times more likely to be reported, but equally likely to be investigated or removed compared to
Anglo children. Overall, disproportionality for Hispanic and Other children’ has remained
relatively steady since 2013.

County Analysis
African American children are 4.6 times more likely than Anglo children to have an allegation,
5.8 times more likely to be investigated, and 6.2 times more likely to be removed in Travis
County, which is far above the state figures. Harris, Dallas, Tarrant and Bexar counties show
slightly higher disproportionality than the state for African American children reported and
investigated, though African American children are three times more likely to be removed than
Anglo children in Harris and Tarrant counties, and 2.3 times more likely to be removed in Dallas
County. Because 96% of the population in Hidalgo County is Hispanic, the figures are erratic. A
higher proportion of Anglo children are removed than Hispanic children in El Paso County.

701 W. 51ST STREET + P. 0. Box 149030 + AUSTIN, TEXAS 78714-9030+ (512)438-4800
An Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
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FY 2017 Disproportionality Analysis

While Hispanic children were less likely to be reported, investigated or removed across the
state, Hispanic children were more than two times more likely to receive an allegation or an
investigation, and were 1.9 times more likely to be removed than Anglo children in Travis
County. Bexar and Hidalgo Counties were the only other counties where Hispanic children were
more likely than Anglo children to be reported, investigated, or removed.

Children who are not African American, Anglo, or Hispanic
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